
Maundy Thursday 
 
A reading from Exodus 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small 
for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining 
one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it.[ Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-
old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of 
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, 
legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn.] This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood 
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.                      

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 
 



A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is 
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to John 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to 
him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash 
you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 
you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 
‘Not all of you are clean.’ 
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have 



done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have 
set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
“Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’                                                                                  

John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 
 
Ubi Caritas  
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 
Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur. 
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum, et ex corde diligamus nos 
sincero. 
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. Amen 
 
Translation 
Where charity and love are, God is there. The love of Christ 
has united us. Let us rejoice and be glad in him. Let us fear 
and love the living God and adore him from a sincere heart. 
Where charity and love are, God is there. Amen. 
 
Latin, 8th cent 
Music: Maurice Duruflé 
© 2012 Collegium Records 
 



 
Offertory Hymn 
An upper room did our Lord prepare 
for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there 
to celebrate their risen friend. 
 
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
to share his bread, his loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, 
he by his cross shall lift us up. 
 
And after supper he washed their feet, 
for service, too, is sacrament. 
In Christ our joy shall be made complete: 
sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 
No end there is! We depart in peace. 
He loves beyond our uttermost: 
in every room in our Father's house 
Christ will be there, as Lord and Host. 
 
Fred Pratt Green 
© 1974 Hope Publishing Company 
Music: O Waly Waly, English folk melody 
 
 

  



Communion Anthem 
Thee we adore, O hidden Saviour, thee, 
who in thy sacrament art pleased to be;  
both flesh and spirit in thy presence fail, 
yet here thy presence we devoutly hail. 
 
Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God, 
cleanse us, unclean, with thy most cleansing blood; 
increase our faith and love, that we may know 
the hope and peace which from thy presence flow. 
 
O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
may what we thirst for soon our portion be; 
to gaze on thee unveiled, and see thy face, 
the vision of thy glory and thy grace. 
 
St Thomas Aquinas 
Music: Benedictine plainsong, Mode V, 13th century 
© 2011 St Olaf Records 
 
 
Post Communion & Stripping the Sanctuary 
How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people: 
how is she become as a widow! 
She that was great among the nations, and princess among the 
provinces: 
how is she become tributary! 
She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: 
among all her lovers, she hath none to comfort her. 
The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn 
assembly: 
all her gates are desolate, and she herself is in bitterness. 
The Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her 
transgressions: 
her children are gone into captivity before the enemy. 
All they that go by clap their hands at her: 



they hiss, and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem saying, 
“Is this the city that men called the perfection of beauty; 
the joy of the whole earth?” 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God. 
 
For these things I weep: 
mine eye runneth down with water. 
From on high hath the Lord sent fire into my bones, and it 
prevaileth against them: 
he hath made me desolate and faint all the day. 
My flesh and my skin hath he made old: 
he hath broken my bones. 
He hath builded against me; 
and compassed me with gall and travail. 
He hath made me to dwell in dark places: 
as those that have been long dead. 
I am become a derision to all my people: 
and their song all the day. 
Let him give his cheek to him that smiteth him: 
let him be filled full with reproach. 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by: 
behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 
Remember mine affliction and my misery: 
the wormwood and the gall. 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God. 
 
Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: 
behold and see our reproach. 
The joy of our heart is ceased: 
our dance is turned into mourning. 
The crown is fallen from our head: 
woe unto us, for we have sinned. 
For this our heart is faint: 
for these things our eyes are dim. 



Let us search and try our ways: 
and turn again unto the Lord. 
Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned: 
renew our days as of old. 
It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed: 
because his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning: 
great is thy faithfulness. 
The Lord is my portion, saith my soul: 
therefore will I hope in him. 
O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul: 
thou hast redeemed my life. 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God. 
  
Lamentations of Jeremiah 
Music: Edward Bairstow 
© 2015 Signum Records 
 
 
 
Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray! 
Stay here and keep watch with me. Watch and pray, watch and 
pray! 
Watch and pray not to give way to temptation. 
The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak. 
My heart is nearly broken with sorrow. Remain here with me, stay 
awake and pray. 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. 
Father, if this cannot pass me by without my drinking it, your will 
be done 
 
cf. Matthew 26 
Margaret Rizza & St Thomas Music Group 
© 2006 Universal Classics & Jazz 
 


